ASSESSOR: PAUL J. RUFF
IMPORTANT!!! NEW WEBSITE AND E-MAIL ADDRESS.

www.frankfortassessor.com  - E-mail: assessor@frankfortassessor.com
The Quadrennial Reassessment Year for Frankfort Township begins: 01/01/2007  

Update concerning the 2007 Quadrennial assessments

We will be implementing significant changes to the twenty-two thousand parcels within the Township and will be posting the updated information on the new Frankfort Township Assessors Website. The updates will include information such as digital photographs, digital sketches, and pertinent property characteristics for public view. Please take a moment to compare measurements of the outside perimeter of your plat of survey to the sketch on the assessors’ web site.  Review other components such as basements, crawl space, garage count, fireplaces, central air conditioning, etc. to make sure they reflect your property.  If you have any concerns about your property, you may contact the assessors’ office or fill out the questionnaire/survey on the assessor’s website concerning the interior amenities and drop it off at the assessors’ office as soon as possible.
REVIEW YOUR EXEMPTIONS

We publish exemption information in almost every issue, yet we still discover taxpayers who were unaware of their eligibility for the exemptions.  If you have not done so, check your latest tax bill to make sure you are in receipt of all the exemptions to which you are entitled.  

General Homestead Exemption:
Who is eligible?

A Residential Exemption is available to all property taxpayers residing in their own homes as of January 1 of the taxing year.  The Residential Exemption reduces the Equalized Assessed Value by $5,000.  You should check your tax bill to ensure that this exemption is in place.  If not, please call our office to have the situation corrected. The exemption is pro-rated from the date of occupancy.
Home Improvement Exemption (H.I.E.) 
Who is eligible?

The H.I.E. is available to homeowners who have made a physical improvement to their property, i.e. added a deck or sunroom, built an in ground swimming pool, finished a basement, etc.  This tax break exempts up to $25,000 Assessed Value ($75,000 Market value) in improvements made to a property.  The improvements are not added to your Equalized Assessed Value for four years from the date of completion.  The exemptions are automatically applied by our office after inspection by township field personnel.

Senior Citizen Homestead Exemption
Who is eligible?

The Senior Citizen Homestead Exemption is available to all taxpayers residing in their own homes as of January 1 of the taxing year and who have reached or will reach the age of 65 at any time during that year.  This exemption will further reduce the Equalized Assessed Value of the property by $3,500.  Homeowners should apply for this exemption at our office, 11032 Lincoln Hwy.  The form requires a proof of ownership (Warranty Deed or Trustees Deed etc.), Trust Agreement (if applicable), and a proof of age (Driver's License or Birth Certificate etc.) 

Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze
Who is eligible.
Notice:  You now may qualify for a senior assessment freeze if you have a total household income of $50,000 or less during the previous year.  The exemptions are prorated for income between $45,000 between $50,000.  
The freezes are applied to the Equalized Assessed Value of the year in which the exemption was applied.  Applicants must occupy the property as their principal residence and be responsible for paying the taxes.  The freeze is applied to the assessment only, not the tax rate.  Taxes may increase or decrease depending upon the local tax rates.  As the property values in Frankfort Township increase and tax rates fluctuate minimally, you could have substantial savings in just a few years.  An application and affidavit of income must be completed and filed each year.  The County mails applications in March.  If you would like assistance completing your application, you may bring your income tax records and supporting 1099 forms with you to our office

We are located at 11032 W. Lincoln Hwy., Frankfort, IL  60423
Office Hours are:

1/1/07 – 6/30/07 
Monday through Friday—8am to 4pm

7/1/07 


Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 8am to 4pm



Monday and Wednesday – CLOSED

Feel free to contact tact Paul Ruff any time at:  
E-Mail:  assessor@frankfortassessor.com 
Phone at 815-464-3180 or Fax 815-464-3182.  
Paul J. Ruff, Township Assessor

IFAS, CRA, CA-S, CREA, CIAO-I

State Certified Appraiser #156-000640

